Revision Strategies: Support and Evidence

Think about each question. If your answer to the question is “no,” follow the steps below the question to revise your essay. 
Evidence
· Is the evidence relevant to the claim? If not, 
1. Identify the claim statement in the essay.
2. Re-read the essay paragraph by paragraph. Pause each time you reach a piece of evidence. 
3. Read the evidence and compare it to the claim statement. Determine whether the evidence aligns to the claim. 
4. If the evidence does not align, remove that piece of evidence and any reasoning that is connected. Return to the sources and find a new piece of evidence that does align to the claim.
· Is the evidence from a provided source? If not, 
1. Identify each piece of evidence in the writing.
2. Open the provided sources on the Topeka platform.
3. Compare the evidence to the sources to determine if it is from a provided source. 
4. If the evidence is not from a provided source, determine whether the source of the evidence is credible and reliable. If so, include this evidence and cite the new source. If not, remove the evidence and replace it with evidence from a provided source.
· Does the use of the evidence include a citation to the source of the information? If not, 
1. Identify each piece of evidence in the writing.
2. Reading the sentences before and after the evidence, determine if the source of the information is cited.
3. If the evidence is not cited to a source, add “According to…” or “In…” as you introduce the information. 
· Is the evidence copied directly from the source? If so, are quotation marks used? If not, 
1. Identify each piece of evidence in the writing
2. Look back to the source of the evidence and determine whether the evidence is directly quoted or paraphrased.
3. If the evidence is directly quoted, add quotation marks (“...“) at the beginning and end of the direct quotation to show that it is copied from another source. Make sure that the source is also cited.
· Is the evidence presented the strongest possible evidence for the stated reason? If not, 
1. Reread the essay paragraph by paragraph
2. In each paragraph, identify the reason that is addressed to support the central claim.
3. Look for the evidence within the paragraph, and think about whether that evidence is a strong support for the claim.
4. Reread the relevant sources. As you read, identify any additional supporting evidence for the claim and reasons in the essay.
5. If the new evidence identified is stronger than the original evidence, replace the evidence to have the strongest possible evidence in the revised essay.
· Is the evidence supported by a reasoning sentence connecting the evidence to the reason and the claim? If not, 
1. Identify each piece of evidence in the essay.
2. Look at the sentence immediately after the evidence. Determine whether that sentence is a reasoning statement that connects the evidence to the claim and reason.
3. If it is not, insert a new sentence that provides reasoning for the evidence and connects it to the central claim and stated reasons. 



Support
· Is support (evidence and reasoning) provided for each reason stated within the writing? If not, 
1. Identify the claim statement in the essay. 
2. Make sure the claim states at least two reasons. If it does not, use “because” to add two reasons to the claim statement. 
3. Reread the essay paragraph by paragraph. Determine which reason each paragraph supports, and whether the paragraph includes evidence and reasoning. 
4. For any reasons not supported by evidence and reasoning, add a new paragraph identifying at least one piece of evidence supporting that reason. Connect the evidence to the reason and claim using a reasoning statement. 
· Are the stated reasons relevant to the claim? If not, 
1. Reread the prompt, the sources, and the claim. 
2. Identify the current reasons supporting the claim. 
3. For any reason that is irrelevant, return to the sources and identify a new reason. 
4. Identify new evidence supporting that claim. 
5. Add a new paragraph identifying at least one piece of evidence supporting that reason. Connect the evidence to the reason and claim using a reasoning statement.
· Does the support used in the essay include a blend of quoted and summarized evidence? If not, 
1. Identify each piece of evidence within the essay.
2. Determine whether the evidence is summary or a quotation.
3. If there is not a mixture of both ways to present support, transition some of the evidence into the other type (quotes to summary or summary to quotes). 
4. Make sure that any quotations use quotation marks (“...“) to show that they are taken directly from a source, and that all of the sources are cited. 



Counterclaims
· Does the writing use counterclaims to acknowledge the other side of the argument? If not, 
1. Reread the claim and reasons of the current essay
2. Reread the sources to identify counterclaims, or things that the opposing side of the argument might say to convince their audience. 
3. Determine which counterclaims can be refuted by the current claim and reasons
4. Add at least one counterclaim to the essay. This could be in the introduction or in the body of the essay. Consider using statements such as “One the one hand, ____; on the other hand ______.” or “Even though many people believe _____,” to introduce the counterclaim. Make sure each counterclaim is also refuted with evidence supporting the central claim of the writing. 	Comment by Megan Bacalao Virkler: Should this have a second clause to balance it out? "others believe..."?	Comment by Elyse Gainor: @mcoenraad@digitalpromise.org thoughts?
· Does the writing present counterclaims in a way that supports the overall claim? If not, 
1. Identify the central claim in the essay
2. Identify any counterclaims or statements that oppose the central claim within the essay. 
3. For all counterclaims, make sure there is sufficient detail to identify it as opposing the central claim. Make sure there is a statement refuting the claim with evidence that supports the central claim of the writing. For any counterclaims that do not have this detail or refuting statement, add the appropriate information.
· Are counterclaims fully explained through the inclusion of details rather than just passing reference? If not, 
1. Identify the central claim in the essay
2. Identify any counterclaims within the essay. 
3. Reread the sources to identify information about the counterclaims
4. Expand the discussion of the counterclaim by adding further explanation of the issues and refuting the counterclaim using evidence supporting the central claim. 
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